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Imagine Academy held a fundraiser on Sunday, August 29th at the beautiful home of Corie and Mark Adjmi.  These gracious hosts welcomed donors from the Sephardic community and provided a venue for raising much needed funds benefiting this unique program for children diagnosed with Austism Spectrum Disorder.  This Summer’s biggest fundraiser for Imagine Academy, a parlor meeting, secured nearly one million dollars.   The parlor meeting opened with a magnificently catered breakfast by Foremost Caterers.  Flowers, donated by Avenue J florist, decorated the space, and Norma Cohen contributed her party planning expertise.  Photographers and videographers were happy to shoot such a worthwhile event. 
Harry Adjmi worked the microphone as the Master of Ceremonies for the 150 guests.  He motivated donors to reach deeply as dedications for Imagine Academy’s new building were auctioned.  During the parlor meeting speeches were made and plaques were distributed.  David Jemal, President of the Board of Directors for Imagine Academy and father to one of its students, offered a heartfelt speech letting the donors understand how appreciated they are and how their funds are crucial to the survival of the school.  Jane Sutton, a founding Board member and mother to one of Imagines’ students, took the guests on a personal journey of struggle and success.  There was hardly a dry eye.
Plaques were awarded to two honored couples at the fundraiser.  Abe and Vivian Dushey were honored for their continued support.  They have been pillars in the development of Imagine Academy since its conception.  Sari and Eli Hamway were honored for their involvement in this past year’s fundraisers.  They have helped in the planning, and execution of numerous events. 
With the support of such fundraisers, Imagine Academy is now entering its sixth school year in a brand new state of the art building.  The school recently opened a fourth class to accommodate growing enrollment.  Since its inception, the program’s mission has remained consistent.  Imagine Academy is an established school teaching autistic children, ages 5-21, on a one-one basis utilizing a multidisciplinary approach.  The program includes two widely accepted methods:  Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA), and DIR®/Floortime™.  In addition, the school utilizes many new techniques that show significant merit.  Included in each child’s curriculum are related services such as speech, occupational and physical therapies as well as music therapy, yoga, and aquatic therapy.  Unique to the program is the 1:1 student-to-staff ratio.  Like no other program of its kind, Imagine Academy affords each child individual attention and programming.
Continued financial support affords Imagine Academy the opportunity to further develop the vision of establishing a residential facility and resource center.   The residential facility would provide a neighborhood home for those children whose needs are best served by living in a fully staffed, safe, welcoming and appropriate environment.  A resource center would offer assistance to reduce the overwhelming impact autism may have on an entire family by offering educational, medical and nutritional counseling, as well as a lending library of books, developmental tools and toys for families to use at home.
Through fundraisers such as these, Imagine Academy will be able to realize its vision.
